
Shelter Mews
Do you like animals and want to 
learn more about them?    
We hope so, because we think that learning about pets and 
wildlife is a really cool thing.  San Diego Humane Society 
visits schools and hosts programs at our shelter that teach 
children lessons about respect, responsibility and kindness 
towards animals! Think of all the ways you show kindness in 
the classroom on a daily basis. Maybe you practice listening 
when others are talking or help a friend clean up after a 
project.  At home, maybe you help with the chores or give 
your brother or sister a hand with their homework.  Just as 
you are kind at school and at home, you can also be kind to 
animals.  You can give them fresh food and water, a clean 
bed, toys to play with and lots of love!

Did you know that birds teach their 
kids more than just how to fly?     

Corvid mothers (crows, ravens and magpies) teach 
their kids so much more! These babies stay with their 
mothers for years; learning different languages, hunting 
techniques and how to use tools. Some moms teach their 
kids to put nuts with hard shells in the street, then wait 
for a car to run it over to break the shell for them. Birds 
are extremely smart animals and we have a great deal in 
common with them! 
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Meet Our Staff 
Meet Ina 
Ina Shookhoff is a Community Outreach Educator. Every day 
she goes out to different schools throughout the city where 
she meets many students. Her job is to teach students about 
the responsibilities and joys of having a pet.  She also teaches 
the students about the wildlife we have in San Diego and how 
to live alongside them respectfully and safely. Each of her 
visits includes one of the shelter’s animal ambassadors. It 
could be a dog, bunny, guinea pig or even a rat. Maybe she will 
be coming to your classroom soon!



Dogs are great fun and wonderful companions, but we still need to 
remember to be safe around them. Practice these tips and share them with 
your friends!

Avoid petting a dog who is off leash and not with his responsible adult.  It’s 
best to be boring and stand still like a tree until the dog passes by.  

If you see a dog being walked on a leash by an adult and you want to pet 
him, follow these simple steps to stay safe:

1.  Ask your responsible adult for permission. This could be your parent or 
any adult who is watching you.

2.  Ask the dog’s responsible adult for permission. This is the person 
holding the dog’s leash.

3.  Ask the dog by observing their body language and looking for signs that 
show he is friendly.

Dogs talk with their bodies. A friendly dog will often have soft eyes, a wiggly 
body and loose wagging tail. Approach the dog slowly from his side and 
stand quietly by him for a minute. Let him sniff you. Then gently pet him 
from the neck to where his tail begins, in the direction of his fur. Let’s be safe 
around dogs. And tell your friends!

Lend 
a Paw

Color Me

Brain Teasers
Connect the dots!

Check out our website at 
sdhumane.org for fun 

events going on at San Diego 
Humane Society!

September - May
Pet Pals

March 4
Project Wildlife Baby Shower

March 27-31
Spring Camp


